SEPTEMBER 2011 STONE SCHOOL PROGRAM

Opening Number - "Way Out West" - Dance number to include a square dance section.
"Don't Fence Me In" - Musical background to the following dialogue.
(#1)  In the mid 1800's the phrase "Go West Young Man" enticed many a pioneer to travel west to search for gold in them thar hills.  Many people traveled west in search of large plots of land, lots of land, to settle, build homes, and raise cattle.
(#2)  Along the way, some pioneers found a new territory called New Mexico.  The land was so vast, the skies at night were starry, and the sunrises and sunsets were filled with colors that only one could dream about.

(#3)  Wagon trains, lone riders, and stage coaches brought much activity to this new and untouched territory.  At night when there was a gathering of people around a campfire, dancing at a barn raising, or gathering in a church, music was a great catalyst to bring people together.

"Cotton Eye Joe" -  (Introduction)
(#4)  As you saw in the opening number "the square dance" was a fun way for men and women to meet and socialize.  Many groups of people lived in the Lea County  New Mexico area, Mescalero Apache & Comanche Indians, Mexicans, and a mixture of immigrants from Europe.  The "Cotton Eye Joe" has a strong influence of European circle dancing, and the schottish.
Yellow Rose of Texas - (Introduction)  
(#5)   As new towns sprang up in Lea County, saloons began to appear.  The first saloon, built in Monument, was a popular hangout for the ranch cowboys who worked in that area.  Every once in a great while the wagon trains would drop off some ladies who entertained in the saloons.  A popular dance they performed was a variation of the "Can Can".

Indian Rain Rhythm - (Introduction)
(#6)  Lea county discovered in 1924 there was oil in the area and in the 1940's the railroad moved into the Lea County area.  Cattle drives became a regular activity in this area, and the Indians from the reservations were peaceful.  They created their own music with rhythms that depicted the weather.
"Cielito Lindo" - (Introduction)
(#7)  Southeastern New Mexico was very close to the Mexican Border and the customs and culture became a permanent part of Lea County. The music brought life to this dusty, flat desert area.
"I've Been Working on the Railroad" - (Indtroduction)
(#8)  In the 1940's the railroad found its way into the West, and a whole new frontier opened up.  It was a faster way of transportation and equipment could now be brought into different areas.  Oil equipment could now be transported into Lea County  and oil became the new gold.
Characters that Made Lea County 
"Home Home on the Range" - (Musical Background for dialogue)
(#9)  George Causey, a former freighter, buffalo hinter, and true pioneer was the first to begin a major ranching venture on the Llano Estacado in what is present day Lea County.

(#10)  James Isaac Hobbs set a western course for his family to settle in the Territory of New Mexico, and he established the first mercantile store which would be slightly northwest of Dal Paso and Marland Street today.  Mr. Hobbs worked the land and pumped water and never knew of the oil below the ground that would transform the little pioneer settlement into a booming city.

(#11)  Knowles was the second settlement in Lea County.  Benjamin Liker Knowles and his wife, Mary, filed a claim in 1903, and built a home and a mercantile store .  A year later he applied for an official post office and secured the position of postmaster.
(#12)  Robert Florence Love and his brother James Benjamin set out to establish a new town in 1908.  The first brother deeded a portion of his homestead to James for the new town.  They christened the new town "Lovington" and it boasted having a one room school house the next year.

(#13)  Tatum was founded  by James G. Tatum when he filed for land, built a home, and opened the Tatum General Mercantile.  His wife, Mattie, became the first postmistress in 1909.

(#14)  Many flags have flown over New Mexico, with the first flag being from Spain and then Mexico.  In 1912  New Mexico Territory, which did not have its own flag, became the 47th state of the Union and was named New Mexico.

(#15)  In 1917 a new county was created from portions of Chaves and Eddy counties.   This new county was named after Captain J. C. Lea and was called Lea County.  This is our county which is part of a state that has mountains, rivers, deserts, oil pumps, gorgeous sunsets, forests, and acres and acres of untouched land.  No wonder we are called "the Land of Enchantment".

Everyone sings "Oh Fair New Mexico".
