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CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN AND RELATIONSHIPS
This section addresses site plan and relationships characteristics for the new HMS middle school. It 
contains all available information regarding site spaces, characteristics and needs of the new HMS 
middle school and is intended to be used as the basis and a reference for schematic design that 
ultimately leads to the production of the set of construction documents by the design professional. 
The site concepts that are identified in this section will apply to the sites of the replacement of the 
three HMS middle schools.   

During the educational specification process, middle school and district staff reviewed and 
discussed the proposed site location and facility issues of the existing middle schools as they 
relate to the construction of the new HMS middle school. Several virtual meetings were held with 
district administration and the middle school staff to discuss the overall middle school needs, 
including site relationships and adjacencies. Several site relationship diagrams were developed 
to facilitate the discussion of site and space relationships/adjacencies and gather information 
on items that are specific to HMS middle schools and should be included in the replacement of 
existing schools and in the construction of the new HMS middle school.  

The meetings provided specific information on spite relationships/adjacencies and site issues that 
are important to make the replacement of existing HMS middle schools and the new HMS middle 
school successful. The following information in this section is based on a culmination of all the 
input obtained from the meetings.

Basic Site Relationships
The site for the new HMS middle school will 
be designed to accommodate a school for an 
instructional capacity of 775 students ranging 
from sixth through eighth grades. The district 
has not selected the site to locate the fourth 
middle school, but it is expected to be located in 
the northwest area of the city of Hobbs. Hobbs 
Municipal Schools would like to hire the design 
professional team before selecting a site in order 
to receive further input and recommendations for 
the site location.  

The district anticipates that this educational specification will be used as a guide for the design 
and construction of new HMS middle school and the replacement of three existing HMS middle 
schools. Each middle school project will adapt this educational specification to meet specific site/
campus requirements; however, the characteristics listed here for basic site relationships are to be 
considered for all the middle schools. 

Parking
The following is a list of parking features and priorities to be considered for the construction of the 
new middle school and the replacement of the existing middle schools: 
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•	 Clearly marked and visible entrances for bus, delivery, parent and visitor vehicular traffic
•	 Bus loop to be separate from parent drop-off / pick-up
•	 Bus loop to have easy access to gymnasiums and outdoor athletic area(s)
•	 Separate staff and visitor parking
•	 Clearly marked, visible visitor parking located by student drop-off
•	 Visitor parking should be near the front entrance and well marked with signs and instructions 

to direct visitors to the main entry.
•	 Separate, clearly marked and visible parent pick-up and drop-off area
•	 Staff parking located away from students 
•	 Delivery area adjacent to kitchen and cafeteria space 
•	 Separate bus pick-up and drop-off area from other vehicular and pedestrian areas

Student Drop-off/Pick-up for Parent and Bus
According to the HMS transportation 
department, approximately 48 percent of 
HMS middle school students ride the bus to 
school and 35 percent students are dropped 
off. Based on this information, it is possible 
to assume that the new HMS middle 
school will have the majority of its students 
arriving at school by bus or being dropped 
off. Therefore, the student drop-off/pick-
up for parents and bus loading/unloading 
zones should be planned accordingly and 
adequate to fulfill the needs of the HMS 
middle schools. 

The following is a list of features and priorities to be considered for the construction of the new 
middle school and the replacement of the existing middle schools: 

•	 Bus loading/unloading zones shall be planned to accommodate daily route bus loads and 
field trip bus staging. 

•	 The bus loading/unloading zone need to be separated from visitor and staff parking with a 
clearly defined, safe pedestrian route to the entrance of the building.

•	 The bus loading/unloading zone preferred location is between the gyms and the football field. 
•	 Parent drop-off and pick-up areas need to be designed to manage high traffic and congestion 

onto the site.
•	 Parent drop-off and pick-u zone and bus loading/unloading zones need to be separated for 

safety reasons
•	 Student waiting areas near the pick-up areas should be secure and easy to monitor while 

students are waiting to be picked up

Playground/Playing Fields 
Physical education programs will require a playfield(s) for programs such as track and field (school 
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sports). All student playfields at the new HMS middle school are to be located away from high 
traffic areas, with no direct physical or visual access to these student areas. The playfields are to 
have visual access and easy to supervise. 

The student and community recreational areas can be multi-use. The example in the image below 
incorporates benches and hard surface areas. This provides play areas and socializing areas for 
various age ranges. 

The following is a list of features and priorities to be considered for the construction of the new 
HMS middle school and the replacement of the existing middle schools regarding playground 
areas and playing fields: 

•	 Easy access to drinking fountains 
•	 Pass through bus loop / road between the building and track / athletic field
•	 Concession stand location with bathrooms at football field
•	 Playfields should have visual access and be easy to supervise

Identification of Site Acreage  
The district has not selected the site to locate the fourth HMS middle school, but it is expected 
to be approximately 20 acres and to be located in the northwest area of the city of Hobbs. Since 
the first middle school project will be the construction of the new HMS middle school, there is 
no need to relocate students to temporary facilities while the work is in progress. This allows the 
site and new HMS middle school to be developed with minimal restrictions and maximize the 
utilization and efficiency of both the site and facilities.
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Infrastructure Serving the Site
As stated above, the site for the new HMS middle school is in negotiations, but is anticipated 
to be located northwest of Highland MS. The proposed site is located in a planned housing 
development on property that has no utility or transportation infrastructure. Hobbs Municipal 
Schools will hire the design professional team before selecting a site to receive professional input 
and recommendations related to the site location. 

Site Security 
Safety and security of the site and facilities 
is the number one priority for the new HMS 
middle school and the replacement of the three 
existing middle schools. When designing any 
school, the geographic context must be taken 
into consideration for safety and security. These 
include proximity to emergency services, utility 
infrastructure and transportation of students 
over long distances.

The following is a list of safety and security priorities to be considered for the construction of the 
new HMS middle school and the replacement of the existing middle schools: 

•	 Control of high volume parent pick-up and drop-off traffic 
•	 Control traffic / deliveries onto the site
•	 One main visitor facility entrance with administration visual access 
•	 Site perimeter fencing of 6feet chain link  
•	 Provide vehicle bollards and barriers as needed 

Building/Space Adjacency
Numerous building/site space relationship diagrams were developed during the educational 
specification process. Review, discussion and input of the diagrams by district staff, middle 
school staff, and the HMS FACT committee led to the development of three building/site space 
relationship diagrams.  The diagrams on the following pages are a reflection of the preferred 
adjacencies expressed during the educational specification interviews and meetings. These 
diagrams are intended to assist in the understanding of the overall site layout of the new HMS 
middle school and the replacement of the existing HMS middle schools.

The diagrams are intended to facilitate discussion on the overall layout of the new HMS middle 
school, but not to restrict the final design generated by the professional design team. The diagrams 
provide a basic understanding of the impact of the overall layout of the school site; however, 
the professional design team will investigate site conditions and provide information to assist 
in determining the most effective layout of the site. The following space and site relationship 
diagrams have been generated for both a single story and a two story HMS middle school. There 
are factors at each site that will assist the district, the FACT committee and the professional design 
team in determining the best layout for each campus. 



SECTION

3 Conceptual Building Site Planning 

HMS • Middle School Educational Specifications
GS Architecture • 2023

Sec. 3 Pg. 5

N

Hobbs Municipal Schools 

AERIAL PLANPROPOSED SITE FOR NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL: TWO-STORY BUILDING 
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AERIAL PLANPROPOSED SITE FOR NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL: ONE-STORY BUILDING
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